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 There were about 
55,000 service personnel 
from BC who served in 
World War I; 6,000 lost 
their lives in the conflict. 
In 1921 the original intent 
was to plant one London 
Plane tree for each soldier 
from BC who died but 
only 600 actually got 
planted. Local authorities 
chose the London Plane 
tree because it is 
known to thrive in ur-
ban settings along busy 
streets where auto exhaust and various pol-
lutants would possibly harm other trees.           
 There are no surviving veterans 
from WWI, but representatives from the 
current Armed Forces paraded along Shel-
bourne to the ceremony. Among them 
were army, air and navy cadets, led by a 
massed band composed of the Pipes and 
Drums of The Canadian Scottish (Princess 
Maryôs), the Pipes and Drums of  443 
Squadron RCAF and Naden Band RCN. 
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           SAANICH - On Saturday, September 29th 
there was a Rededication Ceremony for the 
London Plane trees planted in 1921 along the 
upper section of Shelbourne Street; they are a 
live memorial to the fallen of WWI who came 
from BC. The portion of Shelbourne St. from 
Mount Doug to North 
Dairy Road has been 
named Memorial Ave-
nue. This section  is 
marked by thirty sign 
toppers, each showing 
(at right) a large red       
London Plane leaf and 
two small poppies, 
inscribed with the words ñLest We Forgetò.                
 An elevated stage was set up on Shel-
bourne Street, just north of San Juan Avenue, 
with vehicle traffic blocked off from Mount 
Doug Park as far south as Kenmore Road. 
Dignitaries occupied the stage and members 
of the public gathered in large numbers to 
hear and see the proceedings.  The ceremony 
began with a First Nations blessing in two 
languages. Air Cadet  Yashwant Katireddy 
later gave a dramatic reading of  the poem 
ñPilgrims,ò by Canadian poet Robert Service.                                                   
 Lieut. Gov. Janet Austin, along with 
civic, federal and provincial politicians, of-
fered words of remembrance on this the one 
hundredth anniversary of the 1918 Armistice 
that ended WWI.  The rededication and nam-
ing event was organized by the District of 

Saanich and the Memorial Ave. Committee.   

Lieut.Gov. Janet Austin (left) and other officials 
unveil an interpretive panel at the Rededication. 

Massed Band on Shelbourne 

Cadet Contingent 

Terry Austin - uniform of  
Royal Flying Corps WWI 



First Met United Church 
  Celtic Vespers  

5:15 pm on Friday, November 2nd  
Service in Chapelð930 Balmoral Rd.       
(2-hour parking on n. side of Balmoral)          
   

Piperôs Club   
 Piper Barry Shears from the Maritimes 

November 4, 8:00 pm 
 

Piperôs Club usually has a program                                                   
on first Saturday of each month. 

 

Venue is Sergeants Mess at the 
     Bay St Armoury, Victoria. 
For parking enter from Field St.  
      off Douglas, going north. 

Admission is $10.00 - Cash bar available 

Van Isle Scottish Country Dance Society 
 

New Yearôs Eve Social                           
 

                7:30 pm - Saturday, December 31  

    City Light Church Hall - 550 Obed Avenue, Victoria         
 

Doors -  6:00 pm. Potluck dinner - 6:30 pm.                    
Dancing - 8:00 pm.   

                                                            
Dessert, tea and coffee: 10:00 pm approximately.           

ñAuld Lang Syneò @  11:00 pm. 
 

       Dinner + dance:  $12.00 plus potluck donation.      
      Dance only:  $10.00 plus a dessert donation.                                                       
 

Everyone is asked to bring their own 
dishes and cutlery, plus a serving 
spoon for their potluck donation, if 
necessary.   
 
All dances will be briefed and walked 

through.  
 

Refreshments will be served.       
  

               Further details viscds.ca   
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Vancouver Island                                              
Scottish Country Dance Society    

 St. Andrewôs Social 
              Saturday, November 17, 7:30 pm                     
          City Light Church Hall,  550 Obed Avenue                     

Admission $15.00 
   Refreshments will also be served.     
Most dances are walked   through.   
The program is published on our 
website viscds.ca  Admission  $10. 

  Remembrance Day  
  November 11, 2018         

  
 
 

Some demo dances. All ages welcome. Free for members, 
$3 per person or $6 for a family. The Centre, 1229 Clarke 
Road, Brentwood ð next to the library.  

Fun Friday, November 23, 7:00 pm 
to 9:00 pm. Wear plaid if possible;   
refreshments; celebrating St. Andrewôs 
Day a week early. All easy dances called.  

Saltire Society of Victoria 
St. Andrewôs Dinner 

November 24, 2018ðmembers event 

Piperôs Club   
                      ñProgram TBAò 

December 1, 8:00 pm 
 

Piperôs Club usually has a program                                                   
on first Saturday of each month. 

 

Venue is Sergeants Mess at the 
     Bay St Armoury, Victoria. 
For parking enter from Field St.  
      off Douglas, going north. 

 
Admission is $10.00 - Cash bar available 

Van Isle Scottish Country Dance Society 
 

Christmas Social                           
 

                 7:30 pm - Saturday, December 8  
                                   

City Light Church Hall - 
550 Obed Avenue, Victoria.  
 

Refreshments will be served. 
    

All dances will be briefed,                       
 and walked through.   
 

Music by Mary Ross.  
  
Free admission.  

                        Further details viscds.ca                  

          Brentwood Scottish Folk Dancers 

 10:45 am    
at the Cenotaph -                              
BC Legislature  

Photo by Darren Stone, Times 
Colonist, November 11, 2014 

http://viscds.ca/
http://viscds.ca
http://viscds.ca/
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Pam Gaudio in period costume c. 1910 

The Scottish corner of 
the naming ceremony               
audience, including an 
attentive West High-
land White Terrier! 

P/M Steve Kelly,  
443 Squadron of the 
RCAF, plays lament 
(centre).  

Petty Officer  Van 
Slyke, Naden Band 
of RCN, stands at 
attention (right). 

D/M Glen Erault (right) leads the Canadian Scottish Regiment Pipes and 
Drums, and Squadron 443 RCAF Pipe Band, on upper Shelbourne Street. 

Seated guests plus others standing along the Shelbourne         
median, for  official Memorial Avenue Rededication event. 

 Photos by Larry Scott 


