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Stick Tournament and the Victoria Strongman 

Challenge with a full line-up of current and 

past world and national champions.       

    Be part of one of 
North Americaôs longest 
running festivals, here in 
Victoria. One hundred and 
fifty-five years is a long 
time in Victoria, but thatôs 
how long the Victoria 
Highland Games and 

Celtic Festival has been running.  This 
yearôs event will be another feather in the 
Balmoral for Victoriaôs Scottish and Celtic 
community as we host the World Heavy 
Events Championship, with the top 11 ath-
letes from across the world competing in 
activities like the Caber Toss, the Hammer 
Throw and six other strongman events.  

 The festival actually starts on Sat-
urday May 12th, a week before the Games 
themselves, with the Tartan Parade, the 
Tilted Kilt pub crawl, a concert and the 
Clan Torchlight Ceremony on the lawns of 
the Parliament Buildings.   
 The Victoria Highland Games 
component takes place on May 19, 20 and 
21 and this year is expected to be the larg-
est ever, attracting over 25,000 people to 
Topaz Park.  Apart from the World Heavy 
Events Competition, the Victoria Highland 
Games will be hosting the Canadian Invi-
tational Drum Major Championship, the 
McNamara Cup for Gaelic Football and  

 

 ñThe Victoria Highland Games has 
become a premier destination in North Ameri-
ca for people looking for the best festivals of 
Scottish and Celtic music, dance, sport and 
heritageò, said Jim Maxwell, President  of the 
Victoria Highland Games Association. Massed 
pipe band performances on both Saturday and 
Sunday, Highland dancing on Sunday and 
Irish dancing on Monday are must-see events.  
Simon Fraser University Pipe Band has con-
firmed that it will attend.    
 The Games are completely volunteer-

run.  ñItôs a bit dauntingò, says Volunteer Co-

Chair, Kristina Stewart.  ñWe have over 400 

volunteer slots to be filled!  We have a great 

team of volunteers from years past, but we 

could always use more, and we have some 

pretty fun roles to fill this year!  I mean, where 

else can you help run a Haggis Hurling compe-

tition or sell tickets to a soundtrack of pipe 

bands?ò                                                             

 ñIôm looking to the Victoria communi-

ty to help spread the word about the opportuni-

ty to participate as a volunteer in the Games ï 

itôs a great way to really experience the event 

from the inside, not to mention give you free 

admission and lunch!ò Would-be volunteers                                  

can find information via victoriahighland-

games.com ï select Participate / Volunteers.                   

Article was contributed by Kristina Stewartð      

 Volunteer Coordinator at VHGA. 



 

Tartan Day Celebration 
                12:00ð4:00 pm, April 7th 
                Centennial Square 

 

78th Fraser Highlanders Pipe Band, Gaelic Choir, 
Highland Dance Team, Knackerôs Yard,  Irish Dance 
Victoria Highland Games Association 
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Kirkinô oô the Tartan Service 
April 8, 10:00 am 

 

St. Aidanôs United Church, Victoria 
(on St. Aidanôs St. near Cedar Hill X Rd. & Shelbourne) 

 

Don your tartan and join us for this special service. 
Piper Roger Hind will pipe in the Tartan and there 
will be singing by the Victoria Gaelic Choir.  Light 
refreshments will be served in the hall afterwards. If 
you would like to provide a few goodies to add to 
those provided by the ñtea committeeò of the church, 
that would no doubt be appreciated! 
  
 Sponsored by Sons of Scotland Benevolent Association.  
           

         For more information please contact Irene at                 
(250) 652-5773 or kifeir@shaw.ca  

Vancouver Island Piperôs Club 
      Pipes & Drums of The Canadian Scottish                 

           April 7, 8:00 pm 
 

Venue is Sergeants Mess at the 
     Bay St Armoury, Victoria. 
For parking enter from Field St.  
      off Douglas, going north. 

 
   Drop In Admission is $10.00   

Cash bar. 
 
 

     Brentwood Scottish Country Dancers       
Fun Fridays are held on every 2nd Friday of month. 

 

These are all simple dances called.               
Fun Friday for April 2018 is                               
April 13 from 7:00-8:30 pm at                               

1229 Clarke Rd. in Brentwood. Free 1st 
time and $3 drop in fee thereafter. 

              janet.mitchell@shaw.ca 
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Annual  Workshop and Ball 
Vancouver Island Scottish Country Dance Society  
                           Saturday, April 7, 2018 

              

Registration started Feb.1st, 2018  

                                                            
For the links to Workshop and Ball:                                             
  http://viscds.ca/workshop-and-

spring-social/ 

 Any questions, please e-mail to           
viscdsball@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Robert & Pauline Hughes of Aberystwyth, Wales joined 
the Victoria Welsh Society for its annual St. Davidôs Day 
luncheon, held at the University Club on March 3, 2018.  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you let it go, 
maybe it will 
stop screaming. 

   Hermann 

tel:(250)%20652-5773
mailto:kifeir@shaw.ca
mailto:+viscdsball@gmail.com
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The Clan Torchlight Ceremony  
      

Saturday, May 19, 8:00 pm 
 

 Location for this event is the BC Legisla-
ture lawns. The ceremony  is free and is 
open to general public. For more info: 
www.victoriahighlandgames.com 

 

    Springtime in Ireland,  
Scotland & Wales 
Small group pilgrimage.  
May 10-31, 2018. 

 

Contact: islandpilgrim@gmail.com 
 

 

155th Victoria Highland Games 
            & Celtic Festival 2018                        

              May 19-21 at Topaz Park 
 
 
 
 
 

www.victoriahighlandgames.com 

 

Conversational Gaelic Immersion 
June 4-8, 2017   

Edelweiss Club Hall, Victoria 
$350 per person. Pamphlet with April newsletter. 
Contact Nickie Polson nickiepolson@shaw.ca  

Vancouver Island                 
Piperôs Club 

Andrew Lee (of SFU Pipe Band)                                        
8:00 pmðMay 5, 2018        

         Venue is Sergeants Mess at              
the Bay St Armoury, Victoria. 

For parking enter from Field St.                   
off Douglas, going north. 

  Drop In Admission is $10.00   Cash bar available. 
     

     Brentwood Scottish Country Dancers       
Fun Fridays are held on every 2nd Friday of month. 

 

These are all simple dances called.                                    
Fun Friday for May 2018 is                               
May 11 from 7:00-8:30 pm                        
at 229 Clarke Rd. in Brentwood.                     

Free 1st time and $3 drop in fee thereafter. 
janet.mitchell@shaw.ca 
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Tilted Kilt Pub Crawl  
Wednesday, May 16 

  
Sponsored by Lighthouse Brewing.     
For tickets contact Jim Maxwell at                                  

jmaxwell@shaw.ca                          
See website  for details.                                                         

http://victoriahighlandgames.com/
games/schedule/pre-games-events/

tilted-kilt-pub-crawl/ 

           Annual Victoria Tartan Parade                
11:00 amðSaturday, May 12, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parade starts from Centennial Square at 11:00 am and  
proceeds down Government Street to Legislature Lawn.  
Wear your tartan and walk in the parade! Bands wishing to 
participate, contact Jim Maxwell at jmaxwell@shaw.ca 

Vancouver Island 
 Scottish Country Dance Society 

 May Ceilidh                                                       
7:30-10:00 pm, May 26 

 

         City Light Church Hall                                                                                         
550 Obed Avenue, Victoria                        
       $8.00 Admission 

                  Music by Mary Ross.  

No partner or experience needed.                                              

                         www.viscds.ca   

Vancouver Welsh Menôs Choir  

    & Victoriaôs Starlight Pops Choir 
 

    Saturday, 7:00 pm, May 12, 2018                                                     
Dave Dunnet Theatre @ Oak Bay High School 
   Adults $29; Seniors $27; Students (with i.d.) $12 
  Tickets online www.ywmc.ca or tel 604 878-1190 

mailto:nickiepolson@shaw.ca
http://victoriahighlandgames.com/games/vhga-association/

